
N his Epist le to tho Phil ippiaus (ch' 4'  3)

St. ?arul seuds his affect ionato greetings

to ceriain unnamcd " women who labourecl

h him anti witlt Clement in the Gospel,"

I  t ' to o[her of hig fel low lnbourers rvbose

nes \\'ere io the Booh of Trife." 'Ihey vero

, ' i  ministers t '  iu t , [ro ecclesiast ioai sonso of

.t  tolm, nor are thei l  uames l tnowu, nor-t lro

,u uoo bioor*plr ies extlui rocordiug their

vices. '  Neveri ireless, i l tev did most useful

ui.u fot tho Churcli by'their uncelebratecl
ristt'ies, anil it rvas rocordeal wiih their

mes " in the Booli  of Life."

Such a ministor of dhlist nnil of llis Woltl,

housh the tiile " }lev." rvas not r{Iixeil to

, r,ni-ro, rvns tho subject of Lhis shetch, ths

e }fr.  Wil l iam Cre ese, of Teddington' Ai thnt

rceful l i t i le vi l lago, nestlccl at the foot of

r Cots$'old Hil l i ,  ancl within vierv of the

rutiful range of the Malveln flills, 'rvas he

rn. oo i{oi.  10, 1821. rn tho snrne

uset for tho qleater ptrb of his l i fo,
liveri os tho- falrner;of about L,000

ces ; ancl iri it be aiso died, in bis

thiv-ninth Year' .
As'I was hls scbo<.rl-fellow (though I

s his junior bY six Yenrs) on{

: imate f i iend thloughout his l i [e, I

vo been rocpested to rvrite somo
count of him lbr the reaclers of Tun

inlsrlAN, aud I now ilo so vith grent

+eturel The chief poiut o[ inlelest
si:iii*cd rvith him is thni lte tvtrs

:E;Wi the lbuutlels of thtt noble
,st i tu[ iorr,  [ l ro Young Men's Cbrist ian
ssociat ion, in conjunction rvith the

te Si l  George Wil l iams.
In the interesl ing " Lifo of Sir

eorse lVi l l iams" t}ere oppears' to'

r tLJr rvi th lr is polbrnit ,  a lncsimile of

ro flrsL l\Ienbei's' Tickot benriug his
gnature tt  Wil l iam Ct'eesc,", as i ts

ist honorary secretnt'-Y' It is rvondcr'ful

'  thinl< t lr i t  l re sLbult l  have l ivecl to

re the doy rvben that i i l l le Associnl ion
: ten hai lexpauded into nn ftrst i iut ion
rrt " hath gine into al l  ths rvorlcl ,"
ith branchcl in nearly evely ci[y and

rwn iu Great l3ritain, lrer Colouies and " .
.melica; and uumbering i ts member-

rip by millions.
fiIv' acquaintance with Mr. Cleose

uquo itt 
-boybootl, for, as I have sairi,.

,." *.r" co--scbolnls tt o boarding-school
r iho lillage of Cleeve. Aftel le:rving
eho&ire rras appreuticetl to the clropct'y
offi, at tho large esinblishuteut of i l Iossls.
lhiidi;IDebenham ond Co. in tlre Pt'omenacle,
)heltenham. During ihis time he was a
esula,r attend&nt at the Prrrish Cburch. under
b'e faitltfui aril ablo Evangelical nrinistry of
l,ev. .Francis Close, lato Dean of Onrlisle,
rhich wasblessetl to his convetsion' He useil
rfton in after-yearg to point fricnds to the very
)ew enal seat jn whioh he gavo his heart to
iod.

At tbo same puiod my home rvas il Chel-
:onham, and Ii too, had the privilego, of
rttencling tho same faithtul ministry, ancl of
oeing piepared by Mr. Closo for my con'
6rnition.- I ihauh God ihat his ministry wirs
also blessetl to my own salvation, in my
bovhooil. Aud within the limited circle of my
own acqu&intance, I knew sevelal other young
men toivhose conversion Mr. Close's ministry
was instrumental-nncl amorg them some rvho
afterwards became clergymen ancl able preachors
of lhe Gospel themselvos. Ono was, as ho

lla{
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himself informoil me, the.eioquent liev. John

Ilutton Crorvder, who succeedocl the late

Archbishop Magee zls tbo miuister of tho

Octason Chanel, Batb.
Atier niy fi'iend's apprcniiceship, ho enterecl

tho lnrqe eitnbl isbmeuf of Hi[chcoc]i  & Co., in

St. Pni i l 's-churchyard, in Londou, ancl i t  rvns

in a smnll '! upper room." in that house thlt

the Y.1\{.C.A' was born'

Our mighty river Thames, tha[ betrs our

shilrs of commerco on tbeir way to tbe utter'

mo'st partg of the earth, has iis sourco in the

" Sev6n Springs " that trickle up 
--in 

tbe

Cotsrvoltl Hills, a ferv miles from Teddington ;
ani l  as I l rave,stootl  in, thnl ' (  upper room " I

hnve fel[ that,it was nob unliks them, for out

of i t  have sprung the Y.M.C.A.?s of tnany

lancls. And : i i  iJ worthy of note, as i l lus-

tlating how great results may come out of-vory

hurnble beginnings, that ths movement drd not

oriqinnto wlih bishops, or clelgy, or minislels

of any clorrominntion, bui rvi t i r  n iew pious

youngdrapers' assistants, wlo fel i  a'u anxiety

io. t t ,u souls of Young men in tbcir '  ou'n

position. For Sir George Williams himself'

eottagers ltl 'hls l&rm trl[onenr .rnulcr uu uuu'

ducted himself. ond alwnys preacheil & sermou'
Tfiei'e wns quiie " au unction from tho lloly

One " iu bis- malner ; and his . sennons, plain

in language, wero fqll of the matrow of tho

Word.- ' Ihe manoer wns quiet, buf vot 'y

iurnressivo, irom the fett  real i ty and knon'u

noodo.tt .  of ' the spealier. I  hnve myself

ireache.l at that *".oi"e'; but otl more tban one

iccasiou havs I attencled while he.coniluctecl it

and preachecl, ani l  t l ro experienco .brouglrt
to mv mind on such occasions these beauii lul

vords of his favourite CowPer:-
Whon ono thst holds cornmuniou wilh the skies
Hath fillcd his urn wllcro ibose proud rvaters riso
Ani l  once moro miugles rv i [h us ureiuer tb ings,

'Tis eten os i f  en ongel  shook his wings;
Imruot'tal fragranco fllls tho circuit wide,
That tells us'whenco his treasures oro supplietl.

i\Ir. Creeso used also sometimes to proach
in tho neighbouriug ri l lages' Once, rvhen. I
was ricnr 6t tttu tiitg. pa-tistt of St. Luke's,
lYest llollorvay, he came ind conduitecl a rveek'g
mission in nv-parochial hali fol the poo-r peoplo
of the Metropotitan Catile Market, nucl ho ditl
so witir mucl ncceptauce. Bub it was his

'beautiful, cousistent C[:ris[ian chnrlcfer

who was tho leading spirit of the movement'

was uot of thai tiur'e a prtlner in tho firm, but

ouly an assistant l ikc tho rest.
Soou after tho,folmation of t ,he,Associat ion,

lVIr.  Cleese's.faihbr died, nntl  ho hai l  to returr

to Teddington to succeed to the maungemeut
of the larfe farm, aucl thcre he continueA for

the rest o*f his lif.. He htd rrot.long setlleil

there when his anxiety lor tho souls aroun'l

him rvas os manif'est as il was in Lonclon, nrrcl

his home became a oentre of Christian in-

fluonce to the village aual to tho neighbour-

hoocl.
He ooniluctetl family prayor every morning

antl  evening, nutl  a[ the evening selvice a

hvmn was uitvnvs soog' in which tbs servants

ioinecl.  He hekl a-suntlny-school fol the
""i l l tsu chi ldreu, in tbe conduct of wbich ho

was 
*assistei l  

bv ibe ladies of the fanri ly, in-

cluding his gobd wife, who tlied mauy years

before-him. As .there nas only oue service

each Sunclav at the parish church, which ho
qpd the firmily atiendua-tre being its chureh'

warilen*anal at which he usually reail tbe

Iressonri, he irold B,n oYouing serYico for tho

One Thtng Needtul.-tt slip- moy be builb of
the strougegt oak, wiih nrnsts of tho stoutesl plne'

and manri'etl by tbe best of oJficers eurl crew ; but I
e&i l  not  in her i f  ehe locks ono ih iug-that t rembl ing
needle which the child running about the deck mig)rl
fancy to bs a toy; ou that plaything, as it looks' tho

suie[y of all ori boartl depends. Lacltiltg th&t ono
thiDi ths ehip will be a coftn; autl the deep sea a
qrr"e. It is tirus with truo piety, witb liriug ltdth.-,
iJ'horaas Guthrie, )
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thai told, evetr mote than lr is labourg
in theso w&vs. It was iestified to by
the.rvlrolo ni ighbourhooil ,  eveu in t l to

arljacerrt torvn of 'Iervkesbuly,, nhere hs

was nel l  hnorvn. I Ie rvns trot.  orr ly the

nresit lent of i is blaneh of the Y.I ' I ,0.A.t
iut also an int iuentini Gunlr l ian of tho

Door. atrt l  Dist l icb Couuci l lor, rvhi le lr is
yooogut brother, tvho receul,ly pro-

decenseal him, rvas for nrlny yeurs
t lrb mauager of otre of i ts priucipal
baDhs.

.LIis cleath wrls in beautiful accord
rvith his peacel'ul lit'c, for lto passed
arvay iu l is sleep, Al i l  ho hlcl Lis
rvisli, to clie in hai'ncss, for ire tooli lrig
usual l i i tchen servics the Sunday even-
inri  befolo he died-a selvice thni he

bi i l  conducted for ovel h, 'r l [  a ccntury' '
I{o le{b uo chikl ;  so tho fatnlrouqo

irr rvlr ich i t  l 'as held nray pnss out of
the farni ly. BuI i t  is hope<i l ,hat i t

*nv .oni i , t , lc to bo a ladintol of
Chi ' ist inr, ' iuf luence, I t  alrvnys gcenied

to mo an ideal Chlist inu homc. I t
alrvays hati. tt Buccession of nophons,
bieces, and l ' r ierrds, alt l  pcaco nud love
seerneil to be its ntmospbele' The
nieco who marraged the household afier
his rvife's cleath for many years said I
t(  f  neyer felt  I  had iosi tny motlter
while he wa,s hel'e; and tluly he was

fathor, mother, sister', ancl blother all in one."
Such homes are, after all, among ttre best of

ihe " Euidences'of Christianity'" ' I 'hey shorv
that the Gospel cnn ploiluco quite lii[le helvens
uDon earth, nnd that i is Dorrtls lesult iu that
nuly trr,o |iberty v\ercwith Christ mnkes IIig
toople free. '' $pu." fnils, but it is irnportant to ad,c1 that
bo. attributecl his gootl heaith antl longevity to
the fact thab hs wrrs a iife-long abstairer aucl
rion-smoker. Such a life of godlinesg and
usefulness is also a stliking inst'.rnce of tho
blesseciuess of early piety. " 'Ihose tlat 

-b.o
ulanted iu tho houso of ttro Lord shall flourish
in tLs courts of our Gocl."


