Iona Evening Worship
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Bredon Hill Group
Opening Responses   (ALL standing)
Leader:

We are met in the presence of God,

ALL:

AND WE DO NOT MEET ALONE.

Leader:

With the angels in highest heaven, 
ALL:

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD.

Leader:

With the saints of every age,

ALL:

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD.

Leader:

With the Church throughout the world,

ALL:

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD.

Leader:

By children and babes at the breast,

ALL:

GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.

Leader:

With drums, sitars and trumpets,

ALL:

GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.

Leader:

In barrios and basilicas,

ALL:

GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.

Leader:

And here with our hearts and voices,

ALL:

GOD’S HOLY NAME IS PRAISED.

Leader:

We are met in the presence of God,

ALL:

AND WE DO NOT MEET ALONE.

Hymn of praise

Prayer 

(All seated)
Leader:

Let us pray.

Generous God, you gave us our voices, 
no two the same, 
no finer instruments with which to praise you.

ALL:

FOR THESE WE THANK YOU, LORD.

Leader:
You gave us words and music, 
peculiar gifts, 
with which to wound or wonder, 
bore or bless, inspire or disable.
ALL: 

FOR THESE WE THANK YOU, LORD.

Leader:
And in your church you have gathered us.  
In your community of common folk and complainers, 
prophets and puzzled people, 
you have made this place for us. 
ALL: 

FOR THIS WE THANK YOU, LORD.

Leader:
So let what we say and do here, 
what we ponder and decide here, 
be real for us and honest to you, 
and prepare us for the life of the world 
in which you are also praised.

ALL:
AMEN.

Psalm 147
(ALL standing)
Reader:
Sing praise to the Lord who is good, 
sing to our God who is loving:

ALL:
TO GOD ALL PRAISE IS DUE.

Reader:
The Lord builds up Jerusalem
and brings back Israel’s exiles;

Women:
God heals the broken-hearted, 
and binds up all their wounds.

Men:
God fixes the number of the stars 
and calls each one by its name.

Reader:
The Lord is great and all-knowing; 
God’s wisdom can never be measured.

Women:
The Lord raises the lowly, 
and humbles the wicked to the dust.

Men:
O sing to the Lord, giving thanks, 
sing psalms to our Lord with the harp.

Reader:
God covers the earth with clouds 
and prepares rain for the earth;
Women:
God clothes the mountains with grass 
and with plants to serve human needs;

Men:
God provides the beasts with their food, 
and tends to the young ravens’ cry.

Reader:
God takes no delight in weapons, 
nor pleasure in warriors’ strength,

ALL:
GOD DELIGHTS 
IN THOSE WHO SHOW REVERENCE, 
IN THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD’S LOVE.

Hymn
Word of God

Reader:
We read in the book of … chapter … verse …to … 

Hear the Word of God,

ALL:

OUR EARS ARE OPEN.



(Scripture is read)

Leader:

This is the word of the Lord.

ALL:

THANKS BE TO GOD.

Talk
Hymn 
Prayers of Concern

Leader A:
Eternal God, 

whom our words may cradle but never contain, 

we thank you for all the sound and silence

and colour and symbol 

which through the centuries have helped 

the worship of your Church 

to be relevant and real.



Here we pause to remember those



who helped us to come to faith, 
by singing us songs or telling us stories, 
by inviting us in when we felt distant, 
by praying for us without being asked.
We name them in our hearts now.




Silence is kept

Leader B:
We remember the preachers, the readers, 
the musicians, the leaders, 
whose sensitivity and skill
have helped us to grow in faith 
and enjoy worshipping you.

We name them in our hearts now.




Silence is kept
Leader A:
We remember those 
who encourage people to praise you 
outside the sanctuary:

- those who teach young children,


- those who lead youth groups,

- those who take prayers in hospitals,

  in schools,

  in prisons.

And we name them in our hearts now.




Silence is kept
Leader B:
We remember people who cannot pray

and struggle to believe,

or who fear changes in the church

more than any other area of their lives.

We name them in our hearts now,

praying that they might be encouraged, 
and that love might dispel fear.


Silence is kept
Leader A:
And let us pray for the renewal of the Church, 
beginning with ourselves.

ALL:

RESHAPE US GOOD LORD, 
UNTIL IN GENEROSITY, 
IN FAITH, 
AND IN EXPECTATION

THAT THE BEST IS YET TO COME, 
WE ARE TRULY CHRIST-LIKE.
MAKE US PASSIONATE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

RATHER THAN PASSIVE SUPPORTERS.

MAKE OUR CHURCHES

CELLS OF RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP

AND SIGNPOSTS TO HEAVEN,

THEN, IN US, THROUGH US,

AND – IF NEED BE – DESPITE US,

LET YOUR KINGDON COME.

AMEN.

Hymn

Closing responses

Leader:

From where we are to where you need us,

ALL:

CHRIST BE BESIDE US.

Leader:

From what we are to what you make of us,

ALL:

CHRIST BE BEFORE US.

Leader:

From the mouthing of generalities
to making signs of your kingdom,

ALL:

CHRIST BE BENEATH US.
Leader:

Through the streets of this world
to the gates of heaven, 

ALL:

CHRIST BE ABOVE US.

Leader:

Surround us with your presence, 
inspire us with your purpose, 
confirm us in your love.

ALL:

AMEN.
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