Crib & Christingle Service

Bredon Hill Group Ministry
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Greeting

We meet here today in the presence of God our Father to rejoice in the gift of Jesus to us as the light of the world, to hear again the story and the message of the coming of Christ, and to offer God our thanks in prayer and song.

Today we remember Jesus and the story of his birth;
Jesus is our King. 

We light our Advent candle and say:


Jesus Christ is the light of the world;
Jesus is our Way.
With Jesus even dark places are light;
Jesus is the Truth.
In Jesus we shall live for ever;
Jesus is our Life.
Carol
Once in royal David’s city

We say sorry to God for the things we have done wrong

As we kneel with the shepherds before the newborn Christ child, 
we open our hearts in penitence and faith.

You were born for our salvation:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
God’s word is a lantern to our feet
and a light to our path.
Reading
Luke 2: 1-16

Carol
O little town of Bethlehem

Building up of Crib while Telling the Story

Thanksgiving

Glory to Christ, Son of Mary; born a child, you are one with us.
Glory to God in the highest.
Glory to Christ, Son of David; born to rule, you reign in our hearts.
Glory to God in the highest.
Glory to Christ, Son of Man; born to save, you are the light of the world.
Glory to God in the highest.
Blessing of the Crib

Let us pray that God our Father will bless this crib, 

and that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, 

may come to share his life in glory.

God our Father, on this night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation: we ask your blessing on this crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth;  may all who see it be strengthened in faith  and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, who is alive and reigns for ever.
Amen.

O God the Son, highest and holiest,
who humbled yourself to share our birth and our death:
bring us with the shepherds and the wise men
to kneel before your holy cradle,
that we may come to sing with your angels
your glorious praises in heaven;
where with the Father and the Holy Spirit
you live and reign, God, world without end.
Amen.

Carol

Silent Night

Christingle talk

The Christingles are given out and lit. Could adults please supervise children near to them. Thank you.

Carol

Away in a Manger

Candles are blown out.

Prayers of Intercession

Jesus, whose mother was Mary: we pray for families everywhere and especially for children who will be sad this Christmas.
Lord Jesus,
hear our prayer.
Jesus, cradled in a manger: we pray for all those who have nowhere to lay their heads this Christmas, for those who have had to leave their homes to escape violence.
Lord Jesus,
hear our prayer.
Jesus, sharing the stable with the animals: we pray for the world in which we live. Help us to take better care of your creation and teach us to respect everything that you have made.
Lord Jesus,
hear our prayer.
Jesus, worshipped by shepherds and kings: we pray for the nations of the world, especially those where there is war and conflict. We long for the time when your peace will cover all the world. 
Lord Jesus,
hear our prayer.
Jesus, our Emmanuel: we pray for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit. May they know the comfort of your healing touch.
Lord Jesus,
hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and

ever. Amen.
Carol
Hark the herald angels sing
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Blessing

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child
be ours this Christmas;
and may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always.

All 
Amen.
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